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June 17, 1730. 

Several Petitions being this Day offered to the Board 

tor leave to take up land on the River Sherando, on the 

North West side of the Great Mountains 1 , Rob't Carter, 

Esqr., agent for the Proprietors of the Northern Neck, moved 

1 This and the three succeeding Orders entered on the same day, may 
be fairly considered as fixing the date when the settlement of the 
Valley of Virginia commenced. The first legislative recognition of the 
country beyond the Blue Ridge appears to have been in 1705, when 
the General Assembly of Virginia passed an act for free and open 
trade with the Indians, and, among other provisos, it was enacted that 
any person who should make discovery of "any town or nation of 
Indians, situated or inhabiting to the westward of or between the 
Appalatian Mountains," should have for the space of fourteen years 
the sole right to trade with them; (Heningfs Statutes, Vol. Ill, pp. 
468-469.) The language here used, "between the Appalatian Moun- 
tains," shows with certainty that the general topography of the Valley 
was known as early as 1705, and consequently Governor Spotswood and 
his party were not the first white men to enter or look upon that 
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that it might be enter'd that he, in behalf of the S d Proprietors, 
Claimed the land on the S d River Sherrundo as belonging to 
the S d Proprietors & within the Limits of their grant, & that 
it belonged solely to the Proprietors to grant the S d Lands W ch 

region. The main incidents of Spotswood's expedition across the 
Blue Ridge are well known, and do not require lengthy mention here. 
The party left Germanna, then in Essex, but now in Orange county, 
August 29, 1716, and returned to that place September 10, 1716. They 
crossed the mountains through Swift Run Gap, and stopped at the 
Shenandoah, in the vicinity of present Elkton, Rockingham county, 
Virginia. 

This expedition is notable because it was the first organized effort 
made by any of the colonies to extend the frontier line beyond the 
Appalachian mountains. Governor Spotswood desired to check the 
rising power of the French in the West, and also to discover the 
sources of the Virginia rivers. He likewise wished to establish friendly 
relations with the Indians to the westward. (Spotswood, Official Let- 
ters, Vol. Ill, p. 295.) The only account of this expedition known to 
be in existence is contained in the Journal of John Fontaine, which 
appears in the work entitled Memoirs of a Huguenot Family, reprinted 
in Slaughter's History of St. Mark's Parish, pp. 39-41. It can be fairly 
claimed that the history of our western explorations commenced when 
Governor Spotswood and his party crossed the Blue Ridge mountains. 
Upon this expedition was founded the organization popularly known as 
"The Knights of the Golden Horse Shoe," which will be mentioned in 
a subsequent note. 

The next evidence known to exist concerning the exploration of the 
Valley is contained in the petition of Robert Lewis, William Lynn, 
Robert Brooke, Jr., James Mills, William Lewis and Beverly Robinson, 
bearing date in the year 1727, and addressed to the Governor and 
Council, praying for 50,000 acres of land on the Cow Pasture and James 
rivers, "lying among the Great North Mountains." (Calendar of Vir- 
ginia State Papers, Vol. I, p. 214.) ' This land was situated within the 
limits of present Bath county, Va. 

William Lynn, named in this petition, was a brother-in-law of John 
Lewis, the pioneer settler of Augusta county, who probably went to 
that locality upon information derived from his relative. He was a 
physician, resided in Fredericksburg, Va., and his will was recorded 
in Spotsylvania county March 7, 1758. (Spotsylvania County Records, 
New York, 1905, pp. 16-17.) 

The next reference is also to be found in the Calendar, Vol. I, p. 215. 
On October 2S, 1728, Colonel Robert Carter filed a caveat against the 
issuing of a patent for 10,000 acres of land to Larkin Chew and others, 
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Mo'con at his request is entred & then the Board proceeded 
to the hearing of the S" Peticons. 



On reading at this Board the Peticon of John Van Meter' 
setting forth that he is desirous to take up a Tract of Land in 
this Colony on the We§t side of the great Mountains for the 
Settlement of himself & eleven children, & also that divers of 
his Rela'cons & friends living in the Government of New York 
are also desirous to remove with their families & Effects to 
Settle in the same place if a sufficient Quantity of Land may 

"lying on both sides of Happy Creek, joining on the Great Mountains,'' 
etc. This stream flows out of Chester's Gap in the Blue Ridge and 
enters the Shenandoah immediately below Front Royal, Va. 

This protest sounded the first note in the long dispute between 
Lord Fairfax and the Crown with reference to the southern boundary 
of the Northern Neck. This controversy, which began in 1736, was 
finally settled favorably to Fairfax in 1745. The Rapidan was declared 
to be the true southern boundary of his grant in Eastern Virginia, and 
the head spring of the Conway river, in present Madison county, was 
fixed as the starting point when the Blue Ridge was reached. The line 
was then run a due northwest course to the head spring of the Potomac. 
It crossed the main Valley of Virginia about two miles south of New 
Market, in present Shenandoah county. This vast domain contained 
nearly 6,000,000 acres of the most fertile lands in the colony, and was 
the largest landed estate ever owned by a resident of this country. 

Colonel Robert Carter, mentioned in this Order, was familiarly 
known as "King Carter," because of his great possessions. He was the 
agent for many years of the Fairfax estate, and in this way acquired 
holdings in Virginia second only to his principal. He filled with great 
credit nearly every important office in the colony, was a member of the 
Council, and as president of that body acted as Governor during the 
interregnum which followed the death of Governor Drysdale in 1727. 
(Hening's Statutes, Vol. IV, p. 5; List of Governors; preface.) His 
history is so well known that only a passing notice of his career is 
required here. He died in 1732, perhaps the foremost man of his day 
in Virginia, and many of his posterity have been highly distinguished. 

2 John Van Meter, here mentioned, was a native of Holland, and set- 
tled in or near Esopus, now Kingston, N. Y., prior to 1700. It is related 
by Kercheval that he was an Indian trader and visited the Valley of 
Virginia with a company of Delaware Indians, who were on their way 
south to fight the Catawbas. The time is said to have been some years 
previous to the first white settlement, possibly about 1725. The northern 
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be assigned them for that purpose, & praying that ten thou- 
sand acres of Land lying in the fork of Sherrando River, 
including the places called by the name of Cedar Lick & Stony 
Lick, and running up between the branches of the S 4 River 
to compleat that Quantity, & twenty thousand acres of the 
land not already taken up by Robert Carter & Mann Page, 
Esqrs., or any other lying in the fork between the S d River 
Sherrando and the River Cahongaroota, & extending thence 
to Opeckon & up the South Branch thereof, may be assigned 
for the Habitacon & Settlem't of himself, his family & friends. 
The Governor, with the advice of the Council, is pleas'd to 
give leave to the S d John Van Meter to take up the S* first 
men'coned Tract of ten thousand acres for the Settlem't of 
himself & his family, and that as soon as the petitioner shall 

Indians, who were probably a raiding party of the Five Nations, were 
defeated with great loss near present Franklin, Pendleton county, West 
Virginia, and Van Meter barely escaped with his life. The beauty and 
fertility of the country so impressed him that he advised his sons to 
secure lands on -the South Branch of the Potomac. (Kercheval History 
of the Valley, 2nd. ed., 1850, p. 46.) However, the natural objects men- 
tioned in this and the succeeding Order show that the Van Meters 
first took up lands in the main Valley of Virginia, near Winchester. The 
family finally removed to the South Branch of the Potomac and settled 
in the present counties of Hampshire and Hardy, W. Va. (See W est 
Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. Til, pp. 45-55.) Subsequent Orders 
show that this grant was assigned to Jost Hite and his partners in 1731. 

The first step to secure land in the Valley of Virginia by due process 
of law seems to have been taken by Colonel Robert Carter. On April 
20, 1743, William Beverly wrote to Lord Fairfax, who was then in 
England, desiring to secure a grant of land on the Shenandoah river. 
In describing this land Beverly refers to a tree bearing the initials and 
date, "R. C, 1729" He also stated that the land was in the immediate 
vicinity of Colonel Carter's grant, and the foregoing initials and date 
may be accepted as fixing the time when the first legal survey west of 
the Blue Ridge was made, and, in the broad sense of the term, it con- 
stitutes Colonel Robert Carter the pioneer of the Valley settlements. 
(William and Mary College Quarterly, Vol. Ill, pp. 233-233.) 

A map in the Library of Congress, entitled "The Courses of the 
Rivers Rappahannock and Pt.towmack, as surveyed according to Order, 
in the years 1736 & 1737," shows Colonel Carter's 50,000 acres on the 
west bank of the main Shenandoah river. The grant was in the form 
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bring on. the last men'coned Tract, twenty Families to inhabit, 
or that this Board is satisfied so many are ready to remove, 
thither Leave be, & it is hereby, granted him for surveying the 
last men'coned Tract of twenty thousand acres within the Lim- 
its above describ'd in so many several Dividends as the pet r & 
his S d partners shall think fit, and it is further ordered that no 
p'son be permitted to enter for or take up any part of the 
af s d Land, in the meantime provided the s a Van Meter, his 
family & the said twenty other Families of his Rela'cons and 
Friends, do settle thereon within the space of two Years, ac- 
cording to his proposal. 

of a parallelogram. Its courses were from a starting point on the North 
Branch of the Shenandoah about midway between present Riverton 
and Strasburg, and the line ran nearly due northwest, then northeast, 
then southeast, then southwest to the beginning. The southeast line 
reached the Shenandoah about opposite Williams' Gap in the Blue- 
Ridge, then went up the river to Riverton, and followed the North 
Branch to the point of departure. This was without doubt the land 
surveyed for Colonel Carter in 1729. Colonel Page's land (quantity 
not given) is shown on the same map. It was also on the west bank 
of the Shenandoah immediately below Colonel Carter's tract. The 
courses are practically the same, except that the northeast line ended 
at the Potomac a few miles above the site of present Harpers' Ferry. 

The land books of the Northern Neck, now in the land office at 
Richmond, show a grant to Landon and George Carter, sons of Colonel 
Robert Carter, dated September 22, 1730, for 50,212 acres, and this 
was the land above described. These two grants lay principally in the 
present counties of Frederick, Jefferson and Clarke. In this section, 
the Carters, Burwells, Pages, and related families, have lived for gen- 
erations with credit to their family names, upon lands acquired by 
their ancestors in the very infancy of the Valley. 

Mann Page, Esq., resided at Rosewell, Gloucester county, Va., and 
was influential in the affairs of the colony. The family to which he 
belonged has contributed largely to the history of Virginia. The land 
which he owned in the Valley was called "Page-Land," in 1744, and the 
tract then contained 8,007 acres. He also owned large tracts in Prince 
William, Spotsylvania, and other counties. (Hening's Statutes, Vol. 
V, pp. 277-284-) He died in 1730, leaving a large personal estate in 
addition to his lands. For full information relative to this distinguished 
family, see Genealogy of the Page Family in Virginia, by Richard Chan- 
ning Moore Page, M. D. 
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Isaac Vanmeter, of the Province of West Jersey, having bv 
his petition to this Board set forth that he & divers other 
German Families are desirous to settle themselves on the 
West side of the Great Mountains in this colony, he, the 
Petitioner, has been to view the Lands in those parts, & has 
discovered a place where such settlement may conveniently 
be made, & not yet taken up or possess'd by any of the Eng- 
lish Inhabitants, & praying that ten thousand acres of Land 
lying between the Lands surveyed for Robert Carter, Esqr.. 
the fork of the Sherundo 3 River & the River Opeckon in as 
many Several Tracts or Dividends as shall be necessary For 
the accommodacon & Settlement of ten Families (including 

'This river gives name to the Valley of the Shenandoah, which is 
the richest and most picturesque section of the great Virginia Valley. 
The earliest mention of this stream is contained in the Journal of John 
Fontaine, who accompanied Governor Spotswood oh the expedition of 
1716. It seems to be certain that this expedition reached the Shenan- 
doah in the vicinity of present Elkton, Rockingham county, Va. Fon- 
taine says, "We crossed the river, which we called Euphrates." (Slaugh- 
ter, History of St. Mark's Parish, p. 41.) The next mention of the 
river is found in the act establishing Spotsylvania and Brunswick coun- 
ties, and there it is referred to simply as "the river on the northwest 
side of the high mountains," meaning the Blue Ridge. (Hening, Vol. 
IV, p. 77.) Fortunately, its beautiful Indian name in the end prevailed 
to serve as a reminder of an almost forgotten race. 

The Council Orders, which appear in this issue, give for the first time 
to the Shenandoah names which approach the proper form of the word. 
Sherendo, Shenando and Sherundo are clearly variants of the same 
name. In June, 1730, Robert Beverly, William Beverly and John Corrie 
filed a petition to take up 50,000 acres of land lying upon "Shenando 
River." (Calendar of Virginia State Papers. Vol. I, p. 216.) In the 
Northern Neck grant of September 22, 1730, to Colonel Robert Carter 
and Mann Page, Esq., for 50.212 acres, the river is called "Chanandoah 
Creek." The early deeds in Orange county, Va., give the river various 
names — Gerando, Gerundo, etc. These variations were doubtless due 
to the inability of the early pioneers to understand the Indian pro- 
nunciation. Shenandoah, as stated above, is an Indian name, and the 
evidence indicates that it was so called by the Oneida tribe of the Five 
Nations. There died at Oneida Castle, in western New York, March 
II, 1816, a celebrated Indian chief, whose name was Shenandoa. His 
reputed age was no years. His name was also spelled Skenandoah, the 
letter k in this spelling probably being a misprint. (Schoolcraft, Arch- 



EARLY WESTWARD MOVEMENT OF VIRGINIA. 119 

his own), which he proposes to bring on the s d Land. The 
Governor, with the advice of the Council, is pleas'd to order 
as it is hereby Ordered that the s a Isaac Vanmeter, for himself 
& his Partners, have Leave to take up the s d Quantity of ten 
thousand acres of Land within the Limits above described, & 
that if he brings the above number of Families to dwell there 
within two years Patents be granted him & them for the same 
in Such Several Tracts & Dividends as they shall think Fit, & 
in the meantime that the same be reserv'd Free from the entry 
of any other p'son. 

ives of Aboriginal Knowledge, Philadelphia, i860, Vol. VI, p. 136; 
Idem, Vol. V, p. 517.) 

Various meanings have been given to Shenandoah. The old tradi- 
tion among those who have lived upon and near the stream is that it 
signifies, in the Indian tongue, "Daughter of the Stars." A recent 
writer gives it a more poetic version, "Shining Daughter of the Spark- 
ling Stars," and advances the theory that perhaps the name was in- 
vented to account for the somewhat mythical Senedo tribe which 
Kercheval and others relate lived in the lower Valley. This writer also 
states that the nameis acorruptionof the Iroquoian word "Tyonondoa," 
which means literally, "In that place there is a high range of moun- 
tains." (Fowke, Archaeological Investigations in James and Potomac 
Valleys, Bureau of American Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution, 1894, 
pp. 72-73) It is the judgment of the writer, who is a native of the 
section in question, that the author last quoted is mistaken in all of his 
conclusions, except that Shenandoah is an Iroquoian name. Whatever 
its signification may be, the fact remains that it bears the name of an 
Oneida chieftain. Probably the river was not named for this particular 
individual, but that it is a word contained in the language of his tribe 
is beyond controversy, and better evidence of its origin cannot be 
offered. 

The relationship of Isaac to John Van Meter is not definitely known, 
but the latter is believed to have been the father. The family removed 
from Ulster county, N. Y., to Salem. N. J., in 1714, but John Van 
Meter is believed to have returned to New York before undertaking 
his venture in Virginia, mentioned in the preceding note. {West Vir- 
ginia Historical Magazine, Vol. Ill, pp. 48-50.) A subsequent Council 
Order shows that the Van Meter lands were assigned to Jost Hite and 
his associates. (See, also, Revised Code of Virginia, 1818, Vol. II, p. 
346.) The Van Meter grants lay between Cedar Creek and Winchester, 
within the limits of present Frederick county, Va. 
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Whereas Jacob Stover*, a Native of Switzerland, hath by his 
Peticon made humble Suit to this Board for Leave to take up 
ten thousand acres of Land on the West Side [of] the great 
Mountains, and on the Second fork of Sherundo River, on 
both sides of the Branches thereof, for the settlement of him- 

4 This Order introduces to history one of the most unique characters 
connected with the early settlement of the Shenandoah Valley, and for 
the first time the place of his nativity is disclosed. Jacob Stover was, 
in one sense, an enterprising man, but his land transactions were 
tainted , with fraud, and as a consequence a problem has been left to 
history concerning the place of the first actual settlement by the whites 
in this section, which can only be solved by the closest research. 

The lands mentioned in this Order were actually granted to him 
by two deeds bearing date December is, 1733, each for 5,000 acres. 
This fact is disclosed by the deeds themselves, which are recorded in 
the land office at Richmond. One tract was situated on the Shenandoah 
about four miles below the present site of Port Republic, and embraced 
the fine estates owned in more recent years by the Weaver, Strayer, 
and Lewis families. By deed dated June 25, 1740, Jacob Stover con- 
veyed 3,100 acres of this land to Christopher Francisco, the elder, of 
Lancaster county, Pa., who was likewise a native of Switzerland. Deeds 
from Francisco to Thomas Lewis arid Gabriel Jones, recorded at 
Staunton, Va., fix the location of the upper grant to Stover beyond dis- 
pute. The location of the lower grant is still uncertain, but the proba- 
bilities seem to be that it was in the present county of Page, on Hawks- 
bill creek, near the present town of Luray. 

The Indian name of this locality was Massanutton, and here, the 
weight of evidence indicates, was made the first permanent white settle- 
ment in the Valley of Virginia. The question is involved, but may be 
stated as follows : The grants to Stover were finally made under the 
head-right act, which gave fifty acres of land for each person imported 
into the colony. This is evidenced by the fact that in each of the grants 
to him the names of 100 persons- are given, comprised in five family 
names, which makes twenty persons in each family. With possibly two 
exceptions, these names were fictitious, and Stover was clearly guilty 
of fraud in this transaction. The persons named were not settled upon 
the land, and it is related that he gave human names to his cows, dogs, 
and hogs, in order to comply with the law. (Kercheval, History of the 
Valley, 2nd ed., 1850, pp. 41-42.) In the Calendar, Vol. I, pp. 219-220, 
appears the petition of Adam Mueller (Miller) and other Germans rela- 
tive to certain lands which they had purchased "about four years past," 
from one Jacob Stover, for which they had paid "upwards of 400 
pounds," and the land was "known by the name of Massanutting."' 
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self & divers Germans & Swiss Families, his Associates, whom 
he proposes to bring thither to dwell in two years space. It 
is Ordered by the Governour, with the advice of the Council, 
that ten thousand acres of Land lying within the bounds above 

The petition recites that they had purchased this land in good faith 
from Stover, believing his title to be valid; that they were not privy 
to any fraud perpetrated by him in securing the land which was then 
being claimed by William Beverly, Gent., who was suing Stover in the 
General Court to recover it. The latter was described as being "very 
poor and daily expected to run away." The petitioners alleged the 
foregoing facts as equitable reasons why their purchase from Stover 
should be confirmed to them. They came from Lancaster county, Pa., 
and their names, with the exception of Miller's, are incorrectly given 
in the Calendar, some being represented as illegible. The original peti- 
tion is still in existence, on file in the State Library at Richmond. A 
recent examination of this paper shows the names of the petitioners 
to have been Adam Mueller (Miller), Abram Strickler, Mathias Selzer, 
Philip Lang (Long), Paul Lung (Long), Michael Rinehart, Hans 
(John) Rood, and Michael Kaufman. Unfortunately, the petition is 
not dated, although the Calendar assigns to it the year 1733. 

Bearing in mind the averment in the petition that these pioneers had 
settled at "Massanutting" about four years prior to the actual date of 
the paper, external evidence must be sought to fix its date, and conse- 
quently the year when their settlement was made. On pp. 217-218 of 
the Calendar (Vol. I), is a letter from William Beverly to some person 
whose name is not given, but probably his attorney. This letter is 
dated April 30, 1732, and states that he desires to obtain an Order of 
Council "for 15,000 acres of land lying on both sides of ye main river 
of Shenandoah, to include an old field known by ye name of Massanut- 
ting Town." Beverly stated that he did not wish to supplant any one 
else, and requested that the Council office be searched to ascertain if 
there was an Order in force granting this land to other persons. He 
also stated that "ye northern men are fond of buying land there," 
because they could get it cheaper than in Pennsylvania, which averment 
is positive proof that immigrants from that colony were "settling on the 
South Branch of the Shenandoah in the Page Valley, prior to April 
30, 1732, the date of Beverly's letter. 

A Council Order bearing date May 5, 1732, which will appear in 
chronological sequence, shows that to William Beverly, Gent., was 
granted "fifteen thousand acres on the North West Side of Sherundo 
River, including a place called Massanutting Town, provided the same 
do not interfere with any of the Tracts already granted in that part 
of the Colony." Another Council Order, bearing date December 12, 
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Described be assigned the Petitioner to be laid of[f] in Such 
Tracts as he shall think Fit for the accomodacon of himself 
& his Partners, provided that one Family for each Thousand 
acres do come to inhabit there within the time propos'd, And 



1733. shows that a caveat filed by William Beverly against Jacob Stover 
concerning lands, was dismissed, and grants were ordered to be issued 
to the latter, which was done December 15, 1733, as above stated. From 
the foregoing statement of facts, the conclusions inevitably follow that 
the land bought by these Germans was identical with the lands men- 
tioned in Beverly's letter of April 30, 1732, and that granted to him by 
Council Order of May 5. 1732, which both of these Orders located at 
Massanutton, where the petitioners lived ; that it was the same land 
mentioned in the Order of December 12, 1733, dismissing Beverly's 
caveat against Stover and granting the latter two tracts of S,ooo acres 
each on the Shenandoah ; that the petition of the Germans must have 
been filed before the termination of these legal proceedings, which gives 
the petition date some time in 1733 ; and finally, that they had settled 
at Massanutton about four years prior to the latter date, which would 
place them there in 1729 or 1730, most probably the latter year, when 
the Council Order for 10,000 acres to Stover was passed. 

There is, however, some evidence which points to a later date for 
the Massanutton settlement, and it will be stated in order that future 
investigators may be in full possession of all the facts. The original 
papers in the chancery cause of Stone vs.- Stover are on file in the old 
records of Orange County Court. This suit was brought by Ludowick 
Stone against Jacob Stover April 25, 1737, and the bill recites that some 
time in or about the year 1734, the complainant and his partners, then 
residing in Pennsylvania, had purchased 5,000 acres of land from the 
defendant, who conveyed 4,000 acres of the tract, but refused to execute 
a conveyance of the remaining 1,000 acres to Philip Lung (Long), 
according to agreement ; that Stover had executed his bond in the penal 
sum of 500 pounds to convey the full quantity of land, but while com- 
plainant was absent in Pennsylvania the defendant had persuaded Abram 
Strickler, in whose possession the bond had been left, to surrender the 
same, and Stover then refused to carry out his contract, and Stone 
commenced the suit for specific performance. Stover answered various 
interrogatories propounded in the bill. He set up several defenses, but 
admitted all the material allegations. He gave the names of Stone's 
partners as follows : Abram Strickler, Mathias Selzer, Frederick Stone, 
John Brupecker (Brubaker), and John Stickly. He also stated that 
the consideration to be paid for the land was 250 pounds, and the 
quantity which they were to receive was 3,100 acres. This suit was 
dismissed June 23, 1737. • A counter suit was brought by Stover against 
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in the meantime that no P'son be permitted to enter for or take 
the same other than the Pet r & his Associates. 



Sundry Peticons for taking up Wast Lands were read & 
granted as follows, (Viz.) : 

To Wm. Beverly 8 12,000 acres of Land in Spotsilvania 

Stone and his associates, the papers of which could not be found. It 
was dismissed March 23, 1738. The land records of Orange county, 
Va., show that by four deeds, bearing date December 15, 1735, Stover 
had conveyed to all the foregoing parties, except Stickly, 3,100 acres of 
land, which fact sustains, to that extent, his answer. 

These particulars are stated at length in order to differentiate the 
colonists who filed their petition in 1733 from Stone and his associates. 
The lands of both colonies lay in the Massanutton district, a term 
applied to the entire Page Valley, but the difference in the names of 
the persons composing the two colonies seems sufficient to prove that 
they were not one and the same, when considered in connection with 
the difference in price paid by them for their lands. Of the eight peti- 
tioners of 17331 the names of only three appear in the papers of Stone 
vs. Stover— Abram Strickler, Mathias Selzer, and Philip Long. Both 
colonies came from Lancaster county, Pa., and the connection between 
them was probably close. But all the facts stated above lead to the 
conclusion that the petitioners of 1733 made their settlement on the 
Shenandoah in the neighborhood of present Luray in the summer of 
1730, and therefore was the first permanent white settlement west of 
the Blue Ridge. 

Jacob Stover died in Orange county, Va., in 1741, his son Jacob 
qualifying as his administrator. The Christian name of his wife was 
Ruth. A recital in a deed from him to Peter Bowman in 1736, recorded 
at Orange, Va., shows that he was living at that time on the South 
Branch of the Shenandoah. 

•William Beverly, mentioned in this Order, was actively engaged in 
the early development of the Shenandoah Valley. He was a native of 
Essex county, Va., the son of Robert Beverly, the Virginia Historian, 
and occupied a prominent position in the public affairs of the colony. 
In 1736 he received, with others, a grant of 118,000 acres of land in the 
present county of Augusta, then Orange. The city of Staunton is 
situated within the bounds of Beverly's Manor, as the grant was termed. 
A letter written by Colonel Beverly, August 8, 1737, to Captain James 
Patton at Kircubright, Scotland, shows that they were then endeavor- 
ing to induce immigrants from the north of Ireland, and, if necessary, 
from Pennsylvania, to settle on these Valley lands. Tn this they were 
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County, on Fox River Cannon's Rivers, by the Branches of 
Elk River, red Oak Mountains & foot of the great Moun- 
taine. 



July 9, 1730. 

On reading at this Board a memorial of Coll. Spotswood. 
late Lieut. Governor of Virginia, setting forth that in the 
year 1722, at the Instance of both Houses of Assembly, he 
undertook a Journey of upwards of twelve hundred Miles to 
treat with the Northern Indians 6 at Albany [and] at Conestogo 
that upon his representing to the House of Burgesses, how 

highly successful, and to them is largely due the fact that the present 
counties of Augusta and Rockbridge were peopled by the Scotch-Irish 
race. (IVilliam and Mary College Quarterly, Vol. Ill, p. 226.) Many 
of Beverly's deeds to these early settlers are recorded at Orange, Va., 
the first being to John Lewis for 2,071 acres. It bears date February 20, 
1738. (Peyton History of Augusta county, 1882, p. 327.) Colonel 
Lewis, however, had settled near the present site of Staunton in 1732. 

The land mentioned in this Order was situated in the present county 
of Culpeper, then a part of Spotsylvania. Cannon's river was an early 
name for the Rappahannock, and is so called on maps of the Northern 
Neck, 1736-37, referred to in a previous note. 

•This Order has reference to the Treaty of Albany (1722), 
of which mention was made in the April number of the maga- 
zine. A subsequent Order shows that the Governor's just claim for 
expenses was finally paid, and also discloses the fact that he was 
superseded in his office by Governor Drysdale while absent on this 
important mission. The negotiation of this treaty seems to have been 
his last official act. It was among the most notable of his many bene- 
ficial achievements for the colony, because it ended the ancient warfare 
between the Five Nations and the tributary Indians of Virginia, al- 
though it failed to stop the strife of more than a century between the 
former tribes and the Catawbas, as has been shown. 

While at Albany, Governor Spotswood determined to conclude a 
treaty at Conestoga with the Indians, subject to the jurisdiction of 
Pennsylvania, and made preparations to do so. Governor Hamilton of 
that colony, who was also present at Albany, communicated Governor 
Spotswood's purpose to his Council, which passed a resolution declaring 
the proposed conference to be undesirable. (Minutes of the Provincial 
Council of Pennsylvania, Vol. Ill, p. 202.) This accounts for the 
language of the Order, "At Albany [and at] Conestoga." 

The report of the proceedings at the Treaty of Albany shows that 
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the King's Revenue, given for the support of the Govern- 
m't, was that year so burthened with Extraordinary charges 
that it would hardly be able to bear the Expense of the in- 
tended Treaty without some assistance from them, they gave 
one Thousand pounds for that service, which sum fell short 
of the Expenses more than six hundred pounds, & which ex- 
ceedings Governour Drysdale promised to lay before the next 
assembly, but nothing being done in that behalf, he applyed 
by a peticon in England for a reimbursement of the s d ex- 
penses, but was answer'd that he should first apply to the 
Governm't here for the same that before hs arrival in this 
colony his atty. had given in that Claim to the House of Bur- 
gesses, that the House had thereupon came to a Resolution 
which doth not regret the charge, but only declares that they 
have already paid as far as they had engaged to assist the Reve- 
nue & adding divers Reasons why he conceived his said claim 

Governor Spotswood closed the conference by making an address to 
the Indian deputies of the Six Nations. The following is the literal lan- 
guage used by the reporter of the proceedings, italics included: "Then 
the Governor told them he must take particular notice of their Speaker 
& gave him a golden Horse Shoe, which he wore at his Breast, & bid 
the Interpreter tell him there was an inscription upon [it] which Signi- 
fied that it would help to pass over the mountains, and that when any 
of their people should come to Virginia with a pass they should bring 
it with them." (Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the 
State of New York, Albany, 1855, Vol. V, p. 677.) 

The foregoing was delivered at Albany on September 12, 1722, and 
is the positive evidence of Governor Spotswood himself that such an 
organization as the "Knights of the Golden Horse Shoe" was formed 
to commemorate the expedition of 1716. The language used also proves 
that history and tradition have rightly handed down the motto of the 
"Horse Shoe Knights," "Sic juvat transcendere monies" — Thus it is a 
pleasure to cross the mountains. (Hugh Jones, Present State of Vir- 
ginia, London, 1724, p. 14; quoted by Fiske in Old Virginia And Her 
Neighbors, Vol. II, p. 386.) 

Governor Spotswood was addressed by the Five Nations, at Albany, 
as "Assarigoe," the name given to the Governors of Virginia by the 
Iroquois. It was first applied to Lord Howard of Effingham at the 
Albany Conference of 1684, and signified a cutlass or scimetar. (New 
York Documents, Vol. V, p. 670.) 
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to be a Debt which this Governm't ought in Honour & Justice 
to see discharg'd, the Council took the s d Memorial into con- 
sideracon, and are thereupon of Opinion that tho' it is reason- 
able that Coll. Spotswood should be paid all necessary Dis- 
bursements expended by him for the service of the Govern- 
ment, yet the Services mencon'd in his said Memorial having 
been performed Eight years ago, and no Demand for the 
charges thereof made till now, it is fit to wait for Directions 
from great Britain before any Determinacon thereof here & 
to that purpose that the Governour be pleas'd to represent 
the Case to the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treas- 
ury & Lords Commissioners of Trade & plantacons & to trans- 
mit a copy of Coll. Spotswood's Memorial, and of the account 
exhibited by him to the House of Burgesses, requiring their 
Lordships directions thereon. 



Oct. 28, 1730. 

Whether his Majesty, by order of his Privy Council, bear- 
ing date the 19th day of Nov'r, 1729, was graciously pleas'd 
to declare his pleasure that the remission of Rights formerly 
granted to the [patentees] of Lands in the counties of Bruns- 
wick & Spotsilvania should be extended to all [other tracts of] 
Land not exceeding six thousand acres in the said county of 
Spotsilvania; [and whereas] divers P'sons entitled to his 
Majesty's bounty have purchased the Rights [to the tracts of] 
lands granted them by Patent, & have now made application 
for repayment of the same. It is Ordered that for all Tracts 
of Lands taken up under the Encouragement of Remission of 
Rights for (from) the first day of May, 1721, to the first of 
May, 1728, and for which Rights have been purchased by his 
Majesty's Receiver Gen'l, the like number of Rights be re- 
turned to the said Patentees, so as the quantity of Land for 
which the same are to be return'd not do exceed six thousand 
acres and the officers of his Majesties Revenue are hereby 
empower'd to deliver out Rights accordingly to such P'sons 
as are entitnl'd thereto. 
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Alexander Ross & Morgan Bryan 7 of the province of Pen- 
silvania, having by their petition to this board set forth that 
they & divers other Families of the s d Province, amounting to 
one hundred, are desirous to remove from thence & settle 
themselves in the [this?] Government, & praying that 100,000 
acres of land lying on the West and North side of the River 
Opeckon, and extending thence to a mountain called the North 
Mountain & along the River Cohangaruton & on any part of 
the River Sherundo not already granted to any other P'son, 
may be granted them in as many Tracts or Dividends as shall 
be necessary for the accomodacon of the afs d Number of fam- 
ilies. The Governour, with the advice of the Council, is 
pleased to order as it is hereby Ordered that the said Alex- 
ander Ross & Morgan Bryan, the Petitioners in behalf of 

'Alexander Ross and Morgan Bryan founded upon this grant a 
colony of Friends, which flourished for many years in Frederick 
county, Va. Ross, the leader in that movement, Was a native of Ireland, 
and came to America about the beginning of the 18th century, first 
settling in Chester county, Pa., but later his home was in Cecil county, 
Md. In 1732 he sold his possessions there and removed to the present 
county of Frederick, Va., with Josiah Ballenger, James Wright, Evan 
Thomas, and others. They formed Hopewell Monthly Meeting, which 
church is five miles north of Winchester, on the Opequon river. The 
records of Nottingham Monthly Meeting, which church is in the present 
county of Cecil, Md., indicate that the Hopewell congregation was 
formed in 1734, and therefore was probably the first church organiza- 
tion of any denomination in the Valley of Virginia. 

Of Morgan Bryan little is definitely known. He obtained several 
grants of land in the vicinity of Winchester, which bear date November 
12, 1735. The Council Order upon which these grants issued is recited 
as bearing date April 23, 1735, and indicates that the present Order had 
been renewed, probably because Ross and Bryan had not been able to 
settle the requisite number of families upon the land within the required 
time. The Virginia land records at Richmond contain the names of 
many Friends who obtained grants in the neighborhood of Winchester 
at this period. All of these grants bear the same date, November 12, 
1735- The writer is indebted to Mr. Kirk Brown, of Baltimore, Md., for 
valuable information concerning the settlement of Friends in Frederick 
county. (See also his article entitled "Early Settlement of Friends in 
the Valley of Virginia," West Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. Ill, 
PP- 55-59 ) 
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themselves and their partners have liberty to take up the said 
quantity of 100,000 acres of Land within the Limits above de- 
scribed, and that upon the above number of families coming 
to dwell there within two years Patents shall be granted them 
in such manner as they shall agre to divide the same, and 
in the mean time it is Ordered that the said lands be reserved 
free for [from] the Entring of any other P'son. 



Upon presenting the aforemencond Petition R l Carter, Esqr , 
agent for the proprietor of the Northern Neck, desir'd that it 
might be here Entred that he, in behalf of the said Proprietor, 
claimed the said land now peticoned for as within the limits 
of the said proprietor's Grant 8 . 



Nov. 4, 1730. 

Whereas divers p'sons have taken out patents for great 
Tracts of Land in Spotsilvania County, for which they pur- 
chased no Rights, but gave bond for the payment thereof 
when his Majesty's pleasure should be known, and his Ma- 
jesty having now signified his pleasure for omitting the Rights 

8 This Order shows that Colonel Robert Carter was vigilant in guard- 
ing the interests of Lord Fairfax, whose lands were being rapidly 
granted by the Crown. 

In this connection the fact is worthy of historical preservation that 
the first organized efforts to colonize the Valley of Virginia were 
largely made by men of English descent, whose homes were in Tide- 
water Virginia, near Chesapeake Bay. Colonel Carter lived in Lan- 
caster; Mann Page in Gloucester; William Beverly in Essex; John 
Robinson in Essex ; and Joseph Smith in King and Queen. This list 
could be extended and made to include nearly every man bearing an 
English name who was granted lands in the Valley of Virginia during 
the period covered by these Council Orders. It is true that the actual 
settlement of the country was made by men who belonged either to the 
German or the Scotch-Irish race, and they were the people who laid 
the foundations of organized society there and suffered the privations 
and perils of frontier life, and to them must be accorded the credit of a 
great accomplishment. In doing so, however, it should not be forgotten 
that the leaders in the movement were Tidewater Virginians whose 
keen foresight led them across the still vacant lands of Piedmont Vir- 
ginia to the richer country beyond the Blue Ridge. 
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[due upon grant not exceeding] 6,000 acres, to each Patentee, 
It is therefore Ordered that the Officers of his Majesty's Reve- 
nue do demand of the several Patentees holding larg [er] 
quantities than six thousand Acres, the money due to his 
Majesty for the Rights of such surplus Land, &, upon refusal 
of such payment, to cause their Bonds to be put in Suit. 



Upon peticon of William Beverley, Joseph Smith & Joseph 
Clapham, Gent. : leave is granted them to take up twenty thou- 
sand acres of Land upon Cohongaratoon [Potomac river], be- 
ginning at the Mouth of Conecachigh [Conacocheague] River, 
and up both sides thereof along the Bank of Conhongaratoon 8 
to include that quantity. 



On the Peticon of Aug. More [Moore] & John Robinson. 
Gent, 10 leave is granted them to take up thirty thousand acres 

•Cohongoronta was the Iroquian name for the Potomac river west 
of the Blue Ridge. The word is spelled in various ways by different 
authorities, but the above is given in the official proceedings of the 
Treaty of Lancaster and may be accepted as authoritative. 

The map entitled "The Courses of the River Rappahannock and Poto- 
mac in Virginia, etc., in 1736 & 1737," to which reference has been made, 
shows two Shawnee villages on this stream, both marked "Deserted." 
One was opposite the mouth of the South Branch of the Potomac; the 
other about fifteen miles further up the main stream, and both were 
on the northern bank. "The Waggon Road to Philadelphia" is also 
shown, apparently crossing the Potomac at Williamsport, Md., and this 
was probably the Yadkin river road to Philadelphia, mentioned in the 
last issue of the magazine. This is the earliest reference to a road in 
the Valley of Virginia, and it is probable that the great tide of German 
and Scotch-Irish immigration, which was then sweeping into Virginia 
from Pennsylvania, crossed the Potomac at the site of present Wil- 
liamsport, Md.. 

I0 The wording of this order indicates that the boundary line between 
Maryland and Virginia was not clearly defined at this period. The 
lands embraced in this grant were certainly north of the Potomac, 
because the Antietam and Conacocheague flow into that stream from 
the Maryland side. A subsequent Order shows that a doubt existed 
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of Land upon the River Cohongaratoon, beginning at the 
mouth of Andirton [Antietam] River, & extending to within 
three Miles of the mouth of Conecakigh River. 



Joseph Smith, Gent., having peticoned for twenty thousand 
acres of Land lying on the North side of the River Opeckon. 
It is Ordered that the s d Peticon be refer'd until the return 
of Alexander Ross & Morgan Bryan & their Partners from 
Pensilvania, in order to discover whether the Lands men- 
coned in the s d peticon interfere with the Land granted to 
them. 



June 10, 1731. 

On reading at this Board the peticon of Will m Beverly, of 
the County of Essex, Gent. ; Joseph Smith, of the County of 
King & Queen, Gent., Joseph Clapham, Tho* Watkins & Simon 
Jeffries setting forth that they are desirous to take up & seat 

in the minds of the Virginia Council as to the propriety of granting 
lands north of the Potomac. Disputes have arisen from time to time 
between the two States concerning the boundary line as denned by the 
Potomac, but these controversies occurred at a much later time and do 
not concern the history of this period. 

John Robinson, Gent, mentioned in this Order, was doubtless Hon. 
John Robinson, a member of the Virginia Council, President of that 
body for a time after the retirement of Governor Gooch, and as such 
Acting Governor of Virginia. His son, Beverly Robinson, married 
Susanna Phillips, of New York, one of the ladies to whom tradition 
assigns the honor of having refused the hand of General Washington. 
By his wife, Beverly Robinson acquired a great estate in New York, 
and removed to that colony. At the beginning of the ' Revolution he 
was inclined to the popular cause, but the importunity of friends over- 
ruled his better judgment and he finally cast his fortunes with the 
Crown. He raised The Loyal American Regiment and saw much active 
service. His five sons were also officers in the British service. Two 
of his cousins, Christopher and Robert Robinson, of Virginia, also 
served as officers in his regiment. All of them were gallant and meri- 
torious soldiers, and they constitute the most distinguished family 
group of Loyalists in the Revolution. (Sabine, Loyalists of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, Boston, 1864, Vol. II, pp. 221-220.) 
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a large Tract of Land beyond the Mountains within this Do- 
minion, upon the same Terms & Conditions as Lands have 
been granted to John & Isaac Van Meter, Morgan Bryan & 
others, and praying a grant of twenty thousand acres of Land 
lying Westerly of the blew [Blue] Ridge of Mountains in 
the main fork of Opeckon" & up the Northern Branch in fork 
thereof to its head, & from thence to Conai als, the lost River, 
& up the Southerly side thereof for the Northerly bounds of 
the s d Tract, & for the Southerly bounds to run up the south- 
ern branch of the said fork of Opeckon to the head thereof, 
and from thence to Cedar Creek, which issues Out of the North- 
ern branch or fork of Sherundo River, thence up the South- 
ern side of the said Creek & the most Southerly Branches 
thereof to its head, & from thence westernly to a branch of the 
afs d River Canai, or the lost River. It is Ordered that the 
pet™ have leave to take up the afs d quantity of twenty thousand 
acres of Land within the bounds above described, not being 

n It is difficult to locate with exactness the lands mentioned 
in this Order, because the descriptions are somewhat vague. 
However, it is certain that the grant was partly in the southwestern 
portion of present Frederick and the northwestern portion of 
present Shenandoah counties. The headquarters of Cedar and Stony 
creeks approach closely in that section, and this fact makes the identifi- 
cation almost certain. The boundary lines also carry this grant across 
the North Mountains to the headwaters of Capon river. "Conai," or 
Lost river, here mentioned, is the upper course of present Capon 
river, which in early times was called Cacapehon, doubtless an Indian 
name. It rises in Hardy county, W. Va., and flows in a northeasterly 
direction. The present name is derived from the fact that in one por- 
tion of its course it flows under a mountain for a distance of three 
miles. Washington surveyed lands on this stream in 1748-1750, and his 
field notes show a sectional view of Lost river flowing under the 
mountain. (Washington's Journal of My Journey Over the Mountains, 
1747-48, Albany, N. Y., 1894, facing p. 73.) 

In Mr. Mooney's valuable work, which has been frequently quoted 
in these notes, reference is made, on page 22, to the tribes which the 
Iroquois declared at the Treaty of Lancaster (1744) they had conquered 
in the country west of the Blue Ridge, and suggests in an interrogative 
way that one of them, the Cahnowas-Ronow, may have been the Conov 
Indians. The name Conai, or Canai, as given in these notes, suggests 
that possibly this stream may have perpetuated for a time the name 
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already granted to any other person, Upon condicon, neverthe- 
less, that the pet" do within two years from the Date of the 
P'sent Order bringing twenty families to inhabit the said 
Tract or otherwise, this P'sent grant to be void, and it is 
further Ordered that as soon as the pet™ shall have settled the 
said Land with twenty Families a Patent be granted to them 
for the same upon the like Reservacon of Quit Rents & con- 
dition of seating and planting as other Lands held of his Ma- 
jesty within this Dominion. 



June io, 173 1. 
On the petition of John Fishback, Jacob Holtzclow," Henry 

and place of residence of a tribe once identified with Appalachian Vir- 
ginia. 

In 1763 the Conoy Indians were living with the Iroquois in western 
New York. Sir William Johnson, of New York, in a letter to Arthur 
Lee, Esq., of Virginia, dated February 28, 1771, gives some interesting 
statistics of the Iroquois and western Indians. He places in one group 
four tribes, among them the Conoys. The aggregate strength of these 
four tribes was then only 200 souls, and he says they were "a people 
removed from the southward and settled on and about the Susque- 
hanna on lands allotted to the Six Nations." (Stone, Life of Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson. Bart., Albany, 1865, Vol. II, p. 487.) 

12 John Fishback and Jacob Holtzclaw were members of the first 
colony which settled at Germanna in 1714. (Genealogy of the Kemper 
Family, Chicago, 1899, pp. 5-53.) The other persons named in this 
Order were probably members of the colony of 1717, who went to the 
Robinson river section in 1724-1725. John Fishback, by his will dated 
March 11, 1733, and probated in Prince William county, Va., March iq, 
1734, devised to his son, Frederick Fishback, 120 acres of land "on the 
southeast side of thanadore, on Curter line." This will was written by 
a German, whose knowledge of English seems to have been imperfect, 
and in the quotation given "thanadore" means' Shenandoah, and 
"Curter" is intended for Carter. The ownership by John Fishback of 
land on the Shenandoah adjoining the Carter grant, fixes the location 
->f this tract in the vicinity of Front Royal, at which place the North 
and South branches of that stream unite. The recital in the Order that 
the tract was "above the Land of Jacob Sover and his Partners," is 
clearly an error, and below is intended, i. e., down the river from the 
lower grant of 5,000 acres to Jacob Stover, which a previous note shows 
was in the vicinity of present Luray, Va. What steps, if any, were 
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Settler, Jacob Senzaback, Peter Reid, Michael Shower, John 
Vandehouse, George Wolf, Wm. Carpenter & John Richlu in 
behalf of themselves and other German Protestants for leave 
to take up fifty thousand acres of Land on the Westerly side 
of the great Mountains. It is Ordered that Leave be granted 
the pet" to take up the said Quantity of Land on the East side 
the second fork of the River Sherundo & running up that 
fork & crossing the Neck of the s d fork above the Land of 
Jacob Stover & his Partners upon Condicon that the Peti- 
tioners do within two years from this date bring fifty Fam- 
ilies to inhabit the s a land. Otherwise, this present Grant to 
be void, and if, upon their performing the s a Condicon, Pat- 
ents be granted them for the S d Land, under the same Condi- 
cons of Cultivation & planting and paym't of Quit Rents as 
the Lands held of his Majesty within this Dominion. 



Oct. 21, 1731. 
On the peticon of Rob't McKay & Joost Heyd 13 . of the 

taken to colonize this land, are not known to the writer. The next 
succeeding Order seems to indicate that the grant was assigned to 
McKay and Hite, but John Fishback was still owning land on the 
Shenandoah in 1734, as shown above. McKay and Hite also seem to 
have had designs upon both of Stover's grants previously mentioned, 
but did not obtain them. However, Stover may have been one of the 
"German Protestants" mentioned in this Order, whose names are not 
recited. 

"This Order contains the first mention of Jost Hite, who 
was among the earliest settlers in the Valley of Virginia. Frequent 
mention will be made of him in the course of these notes. Upon the 
authority of Kercheval, who wrote more than a hundred years after 
the date of this Order, the claim has been persistently made that Hite 
was the first. white settler in the Valley of Virginia. (Kercheval, p. 41.) 
That such was not the case is clearly demonstrated by the naturaliza- 
tion papers of Adam Miller, who settled on the Shenandoah in 1726 or 
1727. (IVilliam and Mary College Quarterly, Vol. IX, p. 132.) 

According to Kercheval, Hite came to the Valley in 1732, and settled 
on the Opequon, about five miles south of Winchester. In 1748 he was 
living on Cedar creek, in the vicinity of Strasburg. (Virginia Maga- 
zine, Vol. XI, p. 288.) His entire family, including sons-in-law, came 
with him to Virginia. They were active in developing the country, and 
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Province of Pensilvania, setting forth that they & divers other 
Families to the number of one hundred are desirous to re- 
move from thence & Seat themselves on the back of the great 
Mountains within this Colony, & praying that one hundred 
thousand acres of Land lying between the Line of the Land 
granted to John Vanmeter, Jacob Stover, John Fishback & 
others may be assigned them, and that the Residue of the s d 
hundred thousand acres may be assigned upon & including the 
several Branches of Sherundo River, above the Land of the 
said Stover & Fishback and his Partners. The Governor, 
with the advice of the Council, is pleas'd to order, as it is 
hereby Ordered, that the pet™, in behalf of themselves & their 
Partners, have leave to take up the S d Quantity of 100,000 
acres of Land within the Limits above described, & that upon 
the above Number of Families coming to dwell there within 
two Years, Patents shall be granted them in such manner 
as they shall agree to divide the same. 



November 2, 1731. 

Whereas by his Majesties Instructions to the Governour of 
this Dominion a Mapp of this Colony hath been requir'd to 
be prepared & transmitted to his Majesty for the better com- 
plying with his Majesty's Commands. It is resolved that John 
Robinson, Esqr., be, & he is hereby, appointed to have the 
Direction and Care of preparing a General Map 14 of this Col- 
brought in many families from Pennsylvania. The lands which he 
acquired in the lower Valley became the subject of long litigation 
between him and Lord Fairfax, which was not ended until after the 
close of the Revolution. Jost Hite was born in Strasburg, Germany, 
and probably called the town of that name in present Shenandoah 
county for his native city. He died in 1760, and has left a numerous 
and highly respectable posterity. (See West Virginia Historical Maga- 
zine, Vol III, pp. 99-119.) 

"It is a distinct loss to history that no copy of this map, 
if prepared, is known to be in existence. The maps cited in pre- 
vious notes, showing the Northern Neck grant, seem to "be all which are 
in any degree contemporaneous with this period. The Fry and Jeffer- 
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ony from the Sea to the utmost extent thereof now inhabited, 
& that as Soon as conveniently may be he lay before this 
Board a Scheme for the better accomplishing this Work, to- 
gether with a Computacon of the Expence thereof. 



Nov. 4, 1731. 

Whereas John Robinson, Esqr., is appointed to have the 
Care &. Direction of Surveying & preparing a Gen 1 Mapp of 
this Colony, It is Ordered that for his Trouble therein he be 
allowed the Salary of one hundred & fifty pounds Sterl. P. 
Annum, to commence from the 25th of 8 br [ ?] last, & that the 
same be paid out of his Majesty's Revenue of 2 s. p. hhd. 



Dec. 15, 1731. 

Sundry Peticons for Land were read & granted as follows : 
To Charles Chriswell" 5,000 [acres] on the branches of the 

Robinson & adjoining to the Land taken up by the Germans 

in Spotsilvania County. 



April 18, 1732. 

On reading at this Board a Lr'e [letter] from Rip Van Dam. 
Esqr., President of his Majesty's Province of New York 18 , de- 

son Map of 1751 is the best colonial map of Virginia. The reader is 
referred to Phillips' Virginia Cartography, Smithsonian Institution, 
1896, for further information relative to the ancient maps of Virginia, 
most of which are to be. found in the Library of Congress. 

"This was probably Charles Chiswell, a resident of Hanover county, 
Va., in 1727. (Calendar of Virginia. State Papers, Vol. I, p. 210.) 

He probably owned the iron works in Spotsylvania county, mentioned 
by Schnell, the Moravian missionary, in his diary of 1743-1744. (Vir- 
ginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 379, note.) 

The land here mentioned lay in the present county el Madison, and 
the Order shows that the Germans who built Hebron Church had estab- 
lished themselves on the Robinson river prior to 1731. 

"Upon the death of Colonel Montgomery, Lieutenant-Governor of 
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siring the Concurrence of this Governm't on representing to 
his Majesty the Encroachments made by the french from 
Canada in building a Fort at Crown Point, on Corlaer's Lake, 
within the Limits of the s d Province & within three days' 
journey of Albany, the Council did thereupon request the 
Governour to write to Mr. Leheup to be assisting to the Agent 
of New York in any Application which shall be thought proper 
to be made to his Majesty for removing the French from their 
said settlem't at Crown Point, & preventing for the future any 
Encroachm u on his Majesty's Dominion on this Continent. 



Apl. 22, 1732. 

Whereas, in pursuance of the Act of Assembly, for erecting 
the County of Brunswick a Court house for the said county, is 
now built & by the increase of Inhabitants the said Count} 1 
judged is a Capacity to have Magistrates of its own, It is or- 
dered that a Commission of the Peace be prepared for the s d 
County, & that Henry Fox, Henry Embry, John Wall, John 
Irby, George Walton, R d Burch, Nathaniel Edwards, W m 
Wynn, Charles King & William Machlin, Gent., be appointed 
Justices for the said County, and the said Rd. Burch is ap- 
pointed Sheriff for the sd. County for the ensuing Year. 



Ordered' that a Writ issue for erecting [electing] two Bur- 
gesses for the said County of Brunswick to serve in the next 
Session of Assembly appointed to meet the 15th of next Month. 

New York, who has been previously mentioned in these orders, Rip 
Van Dam, Esq., as President of the Council, became Acting Governor 
of that colony for a brief period. He was a prominent merchant of 
New York City. (Stone, Life of Sir William Johnson, Bart., Vol. II, 
PP- 34-35) 

"Corlaer's Lake" was Lake Champlain, so-called by the French and 
Iroquois Indians from the name of an individual who was drowned 
in its waters. The Five Nations also applied this name to the Governors 
of New York. (Colden, History of the Five Nations, ed. 1902, Vol. 
I, pp. 17, 29.) This order is significant in showing that at this early 
date a community of interest was recognized as existing between the 
northern colony of New York and the southern colony of Virginia. 
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May 5, 1732. 

Divers of the Sapony Indians being return'd into this Colony 
from the Cattabaws this day attended the Gov r , & in behalf of 
their nation, desir'd that they may have leave to Settle again 
under the protection of this Governm't intimating also that the 
Saraw Indians 17 are willing to Cohabit with them, and it is 
thereupon resolv'd That Leave be granted the s d Sapony In- 
dians to return into this Colony with such of the Saraws as 
shall think fit to incorporate with them & to seat themselves 
on any Lands they shall chuse, not being already granted to 
any of his Majesty's subjects, either on the River Roanoke or 
Appomattox, & that upon their notifying to the Governor the 
place they shall chuse, a Tract of Land be laid out for them 
equal to that they formerly held at Christiana. [Fort Chris- 
tanna.] 



The following peticons for leave to take up ungranted Lands 
this day read & granted as follows, (viz.) : 

To John Robinson, Esqr., 20,000 acres on Monocassie, on 
the North Side Cohongaratoon River, if the Sd. Lands appear 
to be within the Bounds of this Colony 18 . 

17 Mooney, in his Siouan Tribes of the East, pp. 56-61, gives an inter- 
esting account of the Sara Indians, whose history begins in 1540, when 
their town or village, Xuala, was visited by De Soto. This place is 
given various names by different authors, but it is positively identified 
as Sara, and was probably the principal town of that tribe. In the 
year mentioned above their habitat was near the present boundary 
line between North and South Carolina, southeast of Asheville. These 
Indians were also visited by John Lederer in 1669-1670. After this 
date they made several removals. At that time they lived on the Dan 
river, in present Rockingham county, N. C. Troubles with neigh- 
boring tribes and with the colonists of North and South Carolina, 
finally compelled them to seek protection under the Virginia govern- 
ment. Mr. Mooney states that in 1726, and even as late as 1751, they 
were still at variance with the Iroquois. In 1768 the remnant of the 
tribe, some fifty or sixty in number, were living with the Catawbas. 

18 This order expresses the doubt mentioned in a previous note, con- 
cerning the right of the Council to grant lands on the north side of the 
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"To W m Beverley, Gent., 15,000 acres on the North west Side 
of Sherundo River, including a place called the Massanutting 
Town, provided the same do not interfere with any of the 
Tracts already granted in that part of the Colony. 

To Francis Willis, Gent., John Lewis & Francis Kirkley, 
10,000 acres in Spotsilvania County, at Sherundo, beginning 
on the North River, about a mile below Swift Creek , * running 
up & down each side of the River, to compleat that quantity. 

To Francis Willis, John Lewis, Gent., & Francis Kirkley, 
10,000 acres at Sherundo, in Spotsilvania County, beginning 
at the mouth of Hawk's Bill, on the South River, & running 
up the River & on each side thereof to include that quantity. 



Potomac. The Monococy was in Maryland territory, and clearly the 
land mentioned here could not be granted by the Virginia Council. 

"This is the land upon which the first settlement in the Virginia 
Valley was made. The conditional terms of the order indicate that 
the Council was not entirely certain as to the propriety of its action, 
and the litigation between William Beverly and Jacob Stover, men- 
tioned in a preceding note, followed as a natural consequence. 

M John Lewis and Francis Willis, named in this and the succeeding 
order, were residents of Gloucester county, Va. The former resided 
at "Warner Hall," and in 1751 was a member of the Council. Francis 
Kirkley was a resident of Spotsylvania county, Va. The name was also 
spelled Kirtley, which is its modern form. 

The location of the first grant cannot be determined definitely at 
this time, but it was probably within the limits of present Shenandoah 
county, Va. The tract mentioned in the next order was in the present 
county of Page, below Luray, and evidently near the lower grant of 
5,000 acres owned by Jacob Stover, and purchased from him by the 
petitioners of 1733, mentioned in a previous note. The rich lands along 
the South Branch of the Shenandoah were being rapidly acquired in 
1732, and the conclusion follows that they were occupied without delay 
by actual settlers. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 



